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Dutch type cucumbers (Cucumis sativus) (also 
called European or English cucumbers), the long, 
thin skinned, seedless cucumbers available in most 
grocery stores, are one of the major greenhouse crops 
grown in Florida.  Beit Alpha cucumbers are similar 
in appearance and production to Dutch cucumbers 
and trials indicate that they can be produced just as 
successfully in Florida.  

Figure 1. Comparison of Beit Alpha (top)and Dutch-type 
(bottom) cucumber fruit

Like Dutch cucumbers, Beit Alpha cucumbers 
are gynoecious (producing only female flowers) and 
parthenocarpic, so they require no pollination.  The 

fruit are shorter than Dutch cucumbers but seedless, 
smooth, and thin skinned, and are less susceptible to 
damage after harvest than the Dutch types (Figure 1).  
In addition, fruit yields can be up to 3 times higher 
than those of Dutch cucumbers (Figure 2).

Production Methods 

Beit Alpha cucumbers can be produced in any 
greenhouse suitable for production of Dutch type 
cucumbers.  For best production of either type of 
cucumber, the greenhouse should have high enough 
sidewalls to allow good air movement around the 
plants. Depending on the region, the greenhouse may 
need both cooling and heating.  Dutch cucumbers 
prefer a temperature range of 65-90o F while Beit 
Alpha cucumbers are more tolerant of both low and 
high temperatures (50-100o F). F while Beit Alpha 
cucumbers are more tolerant of both low and high 
temperatures (50-100o F).

Both types of cucumbers can be produced in 
perlite, organic media such as pine bark or coconut 
coir, or mixes of organic media and perlite.  Although 




